
Five ideas for enjoying nature
1. 	Put a bird feeder in your backyard and  
	 watch the birds that come.
2. 	Learn the names of the plants and trees  
	 around your house.
3. 	 Take a nature walk with your family every  
	 weekend. Go to a different spot each time.
4. 	 Help keep the island clean by picking up  
	 litter that you see.
5. 	Practice drawing the plants and  
	 animals around you.
This activity book was created for Les Fruits de Mer’s annual Endemic Animal Festival, a 
free public event for all ages celebrating St. Martin’s unique wildlife and natural heritage. 
The 2016 festival is made possible by our sponsors: Buccaneer Beach Bar, Calmos Cafe, Delta 
Petroleum, Hotel L’Esplanade, Lagoonies Bistro and Bar, Loterie Farm and Tri-Sport. 

For more information and other  
fun stuff to download, visit:

www.lesfruitsdemer.com
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NATIVE ISLANDERS! 

An endemic animal activity book



Millions of years ago, St. Martin emerged from the 
sea. It had no plants or animals on it at all.

Most bats, birds and insects flew here from nearby 
islands, but animals that can’t fly had a harder trip, 
floating here on trees swept out to sea by hurricanes. 
Only a few lucky ones survived the journey.

animals adapted to life on St. Martin. Over time, 
some became new species living just on St. Martin, 
like the Bearded Anole. Others, like the Sugar Bird, are 
on many islands, but only live in the Caribbean.

Animals that are endemic to St. Martin live only on 
this island and nowhere else in the world. Regional 
endemics are animals found only on nearby islands, 
the Lesser Antilles or the Caribbean. Many of the 
animals around us are local or regional endemics.

The Gaïac, or Lignum Vitae, is a beautiful tree that is 
endemic to the Caribbean. It has the hardest wood in 
the world. Because so many were cut down, and because 
they grow so slowly, it is endangered. Native trees 
are important to native animals because they have 
grown to depend on each other over millions of years. 
Planting native trees and plants can help native 
animals survive.



The Sugar Bird lives in the Caribbean and has many 
names, like Bananaquit, Yellowbreast and Sucrier. 
The subspecies found on St. Martin lives only in part 
of the Lesser Antilles. They drink nectar from flowers 
and are important pollinators. You can attract them 
with a bird feeder filled with sugar. 

The Bearded Anole lives on St. Martin and nowhere 
else in the world. It needs shade because it can’t 
handle the heat of very sunny areas. That’s why this 
lizard is mostly seen in the forest. 

Until the 1920s, this lizard also lived on Anguilla, 
but then it disappeared there. Perhaps too many trees 
were cut and there wasn’t enough shade. Some endemic 
species are found in only one place because they died 
off everywhere else.



This Green-throated Carib just discovered a beautiful �ower 
full of nectar to drink. What does it look like?

Ce Colibri Falle-vert vient de découvrir une belle �eur pleine 
de nectar à boire. À quoi ressemble-t-elle?

This hummingbird just discovered a beautiful flower 
full of nectar to drink. What does it look like? Draw it! Draw the local birds that might come to this bird feeder.



The Anguilla Bank anole is common all over the 
island. It is endemic to the islands of the Anguilla 
Bank: Anguilla, St. Martin and St. Barths. These three 
islands were connected during the last ice age, about 
12,000 years ago. That’s why most of the animals are 
the same on all three islands.

Hundreds of different kinds of moth live on St. 
Martin, including many species that are found only in 
the Caribbean. 

Create a beautiful pattern for this moth’s wings that 
you imagine might only be seen on St. Martin!



The Jamaican Fruit Bat lives from Mexico to South 
America, but the populations living in different 
areas are different from each other. The subspecies 
that lives here is only found in the Caribbean. On 
St. Martin, these bats eat fruit and spend their day 
roosting together in caves.

The Carib Grackle is endemic to the Lesser Antilles and 
some parts of the Caribbean coast of South America. 
It is sometimes called the Blackbird. Although it’s 
native to the Lesser Antilles, it was first seen on St. 
Martin in 1973. Today, it’s seen all over the island. 
THe male is black and the female is gray-brown.



Scientists discovered a new insect that only lives here. 
What does it look like? What is its name?

There are hundreds of different types of insects on 
St. Martin. We don’t even know how many! Some of 
these insects may be species that are found only on St. 
Martin, and some may be totally new to science. 

We have two kinds of katydid that are green and look 
like leaves. One of the two species is found only on St. 
Martin. The one that is only found here has some red 
markings. These markings make it look like a leaf 
that has been partially eaten by an insect.


