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Coloring and Activities for Young Kids
What works for young kids?

	• Activities with no reading
	• Introducing letters or numbers
	• Activities with limited reading
	• Activities that develop motor skills needed for writing
	• Little kid activities may not appeal to older kids

Activities to adapt for younger kids
	• Simple maze
	• Circling with images instead of text

	- Example: Find and circle all the birds!
	• Spaghetti match with line art instead of text

	- Example: Match the animal pairs!
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Coloring pages with simplified art
	• Help develop motor skills
	• Use simple art with thick lines
	• Fewer details, larger spaces
	• Small areas can be filled in
	• Even simple art can be true to the animal
	• Layouts can feature big numbers or letters to color
	• Layouts can feature simple text for parents or teachers to read
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Connect the Dots
Great for developing:

	• Motor skills
	• Counting or letter skills

How to create:
	• Pick a subject with a recognizable shape
	• Draw its dotted outline
	• Or use an online generator to create from photo or line art

Adjust difficulty for age level:
	• Choice of subject
	• How much is drawn on the page versus dotted
	• Can be done with letters or numbers
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4 Things
	• Simple creative activity for early readers
	• Write or draw 4 things
	• Teacher or parent can read the intro/instructions
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Scavenger Hunts
	• Hunt for animals, plants or other things
	• Can use photos or line art
	• Include a way for kids to mark or check off each find
	• Labels can be general (“bird” or “dove”) or more specific ("Zenaida Dove”)
	• Great for using in outdoor spaces
	• Choose things that are easy to find, like common species



7Les Fruits de Mer • lesfruitsdemer.com

More Creative Writing Activities
	• There are so many possibilities for creative writing activities
	• This section has some new ones we came up with!
	• Many can be adjusted for older or younger ages
	• What new writing activities will you invent?
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Observe It!
	• Wildlife or plant observation activity
	• Pick a category or species they can easily see
	• Help kids

	- Discover nature
	- Practice observing and writing 
	- Develop artistic skills
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Adventure Story
	• Creative storytelling activity
	• Can use intro to teach about an animal and its behavior
	• For older ages, maximize writing space
	• For younger ages, include space to make a drawing
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True Story
	• Writing activity about a real experience or personal opinion
	• Invite expression of thoughts, feelings, observations
	• Can include space to make a drawing
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Pick Six
	• Simple writing activity for younger kids
	• Include line art to color and lines to write 6 words
	• Picking 6 words to describe something creates a proto-poem!
	• Adjust intro for reading level
	• Intro can share info about animal or topic
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Organize Your Book
How will you organize and structure your book?

	• Not all books need a structure, a coloring book can just be coloring pages
	• Organizing by taxonomy can be repetitive
	• Thematic sections can be good
	• Common book structures include:

	- 2-page layouts (spreads)
	- 4-page layouts
	- Longer sections
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2-page Layouts (Spreads)
	• The simplest structure
	• Facing pages are related to each other
	• Pair art page with text page
	• Pair coloring page with related activity page
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4-page Layouts
	• Great structure for activity books
	• Sample structure:

	- Introductory text page
	- Coloring page
	- Two activity pages

	• Activity pages can build on information in the introductory page
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Longer Sections
	• Books can have different longer thematic sections
	• Intro text with many coloring and activity pages based on 

theme
	• Longer text sections plus images and activities 

	- Like a book and a workbook in one 
	- A way to create a self-contained resource for older kids 

 
	• Longer sections can include quizzes

	- Measure learning
	- Help reading comprehension
	- Looking for answers gives kids a reason to 

read text
	- Can be fun and creative



Les Fruits de Mer is a non-profit association based 
in St. Martin. Their core mission is to collect and 
share knowledge about local nature and heritage. 
They carry out this mission through books and other 
publications, their free museum, short films and oral 
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and download free resources at lesfruitsdemer.com.
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